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Thank You 
 

We want to give a big “Thank you!” to Marissa Terracciano  who helped format 
this packet. Without your help, we would have not been able to finish this project. Also, 
a big shoutout to Lynn Scott  who proofread the entire packet. Any mistakes that are 
still left are our fault, not hers!  
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Letter from the Pastors 

 
Why Zechariah? 

We are going to be studying a book which features visions given to the prophet 
Zechariah. Some of them are rather strange. One features a miniature woman sitting in 
a basket (5:7). Suddenly, the woman attempts to crawl out, so an angel shoves her to the 
bottom of the basket, slams a lead lid over it, and has two other angels fly the basket 
away (5:8-9)! What in the world?!?  

Why would we choose a book like this?   
One of our overriding concerns is to give the church a “balanced diet” from God’s 

word. We want to make sure that we are covering all of God’s word, even the strange 
parts. We don’t want to fall back on our favorite books and pet doctrines to avoid the 
difficulty of making our way through the Scriptures. We desire to teach through the 
Old Testament regularly. While the Old Testament may seem like a strange world to us, 
it is still God’s Word. The apostle Paul indicates that the Old Testament Scripture, “is 
breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16). Therefore, we thought one of the best Old 
Testament books to work through would be Zechariah.  

Zechariah is also the most-quoted book during the last week of Jesus’ life. If Jesus 
applied this book to himself regularly, especially as the cross loomed, then we can rest 
assured that the book is Christ-centered. It is our conviction as the pastors of LBC that 
the whole Bible is about Jesus. We did not come to this conviction on our way. Instead, 
we learned it from the words of Jesus Himself: 

 
“And Jesus said to them, ‘O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that                               
the prophets have spoken! Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer                         
these things and enter into his glory?’ And beginning with Moses and all the                           
Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning                       
himself” (Luke 24:25-27). 
 
“Then Jesus said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I                               
was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses                           
and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.’ Then he opened their                         
minds to understand the Scriptures” (Luke 24:44-45) 
 
“Then Jesus said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I                               
was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses                           
and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.’ Then he opened their                         
minds to understand the Scriptures” (Luke 24:44-45) 
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“[Jesus said], ‘You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you                         
have eternal life; it is they that bear witness to me” (John 5:39). 
 

How to Use this Devotional Guide 
Each week contains study and application questions from a passage in Zechariah. 

You can answer these questions on your own time or in a Group at LBC. We also know 
that Zechariah may seem very difficult if you are unfamiliar with the Old Testament. 
So each week also contains “Study Helps” to provide further context and understanding 
of the text. The Study Helps are designed to give you an overview of the text as well as 
some deeper insights into the more difficult parts of the passage.  

We won’t be covering every single passage in our sermon series in Zechariah. But 
we have included study questions for every passage of the book, if you’d like to cover 
those passages on your own time. You can find those in the back.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Treasuring Christ in the Old Testament with you, 
 
Your Pastors 
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Introduction to Zechariah 

 
Author and Summary 

The book of Zechariah was written by the prophet Zechariah. He was the 
grandson of Iddo, a priest who returned with the people from exile (Neh 12:4, 16). 
Although the people had been back in the land for twenty years already, everything was 
still ruined. The city of Jerusalem still largely lay in ruins and the temple within the city 
was rubble. So God raised up Zechariah as a prophet, as well as another prophet named 
Haggai. Both of them encouraged the people to begin rebuilding the temple.  

The message of Zechariah is that if the people return to God, God will return to 
them. Even though the people are back in the land, they are still in exile. But God 
promises to end their (spiritual) exile. One day he will atone for their sin, banish 
idolatry and false prophets from the land, lead the people back in a new exodus, and fill 
Jerusalem with his presence. How will this happen? Zechariah seems to indicate that a 
new priest-king in the likes of David will arise. He will lead and shepherd his people. He 
will be humble, but strangely, He will also be rejected by the people, struck down and 
almost completely destroyed. But God will vindicate His king, refine His people by fire, 
and lead them back into His presence.  

 
Themes 

Repentance: The whole book is really predicated on repentance. It opens with a 
call to repentance (1:6-16) as well as repeated calls to repentance (2:6-13; 7:1-13). The 
people are exhorted to turn away from their unjust and idolatrous ways and pursue true 
worship of the holy God (7:1-13; 8:1-18). 

God’s Sovereignty: God is completely sovereign over the life of his people as 
vividly demonstrated in Zechariah’s night visions. The horses patrolling the earth 
represent his all-encompassing sovereignty (1:7-17; 6:1-8). God is sovereign over the 
nations (1:18-25) as well as the timing of restoration (2:1-5). The meticulous prophecies 
of chapter 9-14 also indicate that God is sovereign and fulfills his plan on his terms. 

Atonement: Restoration is only possible through atonement for sin. Atonement 
looks like forgiveness and a righteous status (3:1-6). All iniquity will be abolished in one 
day  (3:8-10). Atonement is needed because of God’s judgment against sin: he will 
destroy all sin, idolatry, false prophecy, and opposition to his people (1:18-25; 5:1-11; 
13:2-6; 12:1-19; 14:1-21). Atonement occurs through God’s coming king who is also the 
shepherd of Israel, but the shepherd is strangely rejected by his own people and struck 
down (9:9-17; 11:1-17; 13:7-9). Yet that is not the end of the shepherd as he leads his 
people through the fire of judgment to restoration (13:8-9).  

Restoration: God will restore the fortunes of his people by bringing them back 
from (a second) exile (2:4; 8:7-8; 9:11-17; 10:8-12; 13:8-9). He will restore Jerusalem which 
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will overflow with prosperity (1:17; 2:4; 8:4-5). Most importantly, he will bless them with 
his presence (1:16; 2:5; 8:3, 8; 9:14; 14:20-21). 

Gentiles: Not only will the people of Israel be restored, but the Gentiles will also 
be saved. The Gentiles will join themselves to the people of God (2:11; 8:20-23). They 
will come and build the temple of God (7:15). God will even purify a remnant from 
within the Gentiles (9:7; 14:6).  
 
Timeline  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* most dates approximate 
 
Zechariah in the Bible’s Big Story 

God first made a covenant with creation through Adam. Humanity was to be 
“fruitful and multiply” and spread God’s glory across the earth (Gen 1:26-28). Adam 
rebelled against God, however, and brought sin and death into the world. So God makes 
a fresh start with a covenant with Noah: the world becomes the scene for God’s rescue 
plan (Gen 9:1-17). God’s plan narrows down to one man as He makes a covenant with 
Abraham  and promises to save the world through one of his descendents.  

Eventually, Abraham’s descendents form into the nation of Israel. God enters a 
covenant with Israel , promising to use them to spread his glory to the nations if they 
obey. Soon Israel is ruled by a king so God enters a covenant with David, their king. If the 
kings of Israel would obey, He would bless them by using them to rule the world. But 
neither the king nor the nation love God with everything they have and turn from Him. 
So God exiles them for 70 years. Once the people return, the prophets realize they are 
still sinful people. Radical “heart surgery” is necessary.  

So the prophets (like Zechariah) look forward to a day when a new King will 
come. When the true seed of Abraham will arise and the last Adam who will truly love 
God with all of his heart so mind a strength. When the King comes, there will also be a 
new covenant , where God empowers his people to truly love him.  
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Outline 

Zechariah has two matching sections: chapters 1-6 and 7-14.  Both sections have 1

historical markers (1:1; 7:1), a call to repentance (1:2-6; 7:2-8:23), and some kind of divine 
revelation (eight night visions and two oracles). What the literary structure is 
communicating is that repentance precedes renewal.  
 
I. Repent so God will Return (1:1-6:15) 

A. Call to Repentance (1:1-6) 
B. Eight Night Visions (1:7-6:15) 

1. Vision #1: Patrolling Horses (1:7-17) 
2. Vision #2: Four Horns and Four Craftsmen (1:18-21) 
3. Vision #3: Man with a Measuring Line (2:1-13) 
4. Vision #4: High Priest Forgiven (3:1-10) 
5. Vision #5: Golden Lampstand (4:1-14) 
6. Vision #6: Flying Scroll (5:1-4) 
7. Vision #7: Woman in a Basket (5:5-11) 
8. Vision #8: Patrolling Chariots (6:1-15) 

 
II. Repent so God will Establish His Kingdom (7:1-14:21) 

A. Call to Repentance (7:1-8:23) 
1. Repent and learn from your ancestors (7:1-14) 
2. Repent and you will be restored (8:1-23) 

B. Two Oracles (9:1-14:21) 
1. Oracle #1 

a. God will judge the nations (9:1-8) 
b. God will save his people through a humble king (9:9-17) 
c. God will liberate his people in a new exodus (10:1-12) 
d. God will send a Good Shepherd (11:1-17) 

2. Oracle #2  
a. God will judge the nations and save his people (12:1-9) 
b. God will restore his people (12:10-13:1)  
c. God will abolish idolatry and false prophecy (13:2-6) 
e. God will refine the people (13:7-9) 
f. God will judge the nations and be king (14:1-11) 
g. God will win and fill the world with his presence (14:12-21) 

   

1 Structure adapted from Barry Webb, The Message of Zechariah . The Bible Speaks Today (Downers Grove, IL: 
IVP Academic, 2003), 30-31 .  
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How to Read the Biblical Prophets 

 
Interpreting symbolic visions 

It is very important that we understand how to interpret symbolic visions 
properly. Otherwise we can make a mess of the Scriptures. So how do we interpret 
symbolic visions properly?  

First, we need to recognize that symbols point to  a referent, but they are not the 
same thing as the referent itself. Sometimes symbols may even stand for part of a 
referent. Take a team logo for example. If you see a hat with a New York Giants logo on 
it, you would probably believe that the logo is a symbol of that person’s loyalty to the 
team. But the logo is also a symbol of the team itself.  

So symbols can often point to different facets of the same thing, or even have 
multiple referents.  Wedding rings are another example of symbols. A wedding ring can 
be symbolic of the life-long commitment of marriage. It is also symbolic of an exclusive 
relationship; spouses are not meant to be shared with others.  

Second, we need to account for the fact that the prophets are seeing symbolic 
visions. Some Christians think that the biblical prophets (or the apostle John) got visions 
of the future, seeing things like helicopters or tanks or huge battles with modern 
weapons. Since the prophets would have no idea what those things were, they would 
use the language of their view to try to describe the future. Such a view of how visions 
work in the Bible is completely backwards.   

What the prophets actually saw were the symbols! But they did not often get to see 
the realities that the symbols pointed to. For example,  when John sees a huge beast 
rising out of the sea, he is seeing in his vision...a huge beast rising out to the sea 
(Revelation 13:1). Now the question becomes, what is this beast (which is a symbol) 
pointing to? What is the “reality” behind the beast? Such a question leads us to the third 
principle to keep in mind for interpreting symbolic visions. 

Third, we must allow the Bible itself  to set the parameters for our interpretation. 
Let’s take our symbolic beast again. How do we figure out what the referent of a symbol 
is? Sometimes God tells us explicitly. The easiest symbols to interpret are the ones 
which the text tells us explicitly what they are. In Daniel, the Babylonian king gets a 
vision of a huge statue with a golden head and many other precious metal parts (Daniel 
2:31-35). He is stumped as to its meaning, so Daniel is called into his presence to 
interpret the dream. Daniel interprets the dream and says to Nebuchadnezzar: “You are 
the head of gold” (Daniel 2:38). Easy enough, right?  

But oftentimes, the Bible does not explicitly tell us what symbols mean (bummer). 
So the best way to proceed is by comparing Scripture with Scripture. Are the symbols 
in the passage you are studying used elsewhere in the Bible? Back to our mega-beast. 
The beast is described as having the body of a leopard, the feet like a bear, and a mouth 

 
 

9 



 
like a lion (Revelation 13:2). Do these three animals show up anywhere in the Bible? Yes, 
in Daniel 7! The kingdoms of Babylon, Perisa, and Greece are likened respectively to a 
lion, bear, and leopard (Daniel 7:4-6). So the mega-beast is like a composite of all these 
previous empires. It is the evil world system opposed to Christ and the church.   

Sometimes even when we compare our passage with other Scriptures, we really 
can’t get a clear picture of what the reality is. In those cases, we just have to use our best 
judgment. That's why Revelation has so many different interpretations: God doesn't 
identify the realities or reference of many of the symbols found in John’s visions.  

Just because we have to use good  judgment at times does not mean we can just 
make these visions mean whatever we want them to. We are to use good judgment, that 
is, wise interpretive practices shaped and guarded by the gospel itself.  The truth of the 
gospel guards us from veering off the path of Christ, for any interpretation which 
detracts from Christ and the gospel is out of bounds. Any interpretation built on 
obscure details which complicates things more than simplifies them is out of bounds. 
When we allow Scripture to interpret Scripture and we allow ourselves to be discipled 
by the text itself, we will rarely go astray in our interpretations. The worst case scenario 
is we admit we don’t know what a text means and allow the mystery of the Bible to 
stand.  
 
Understanding Apocalyptic Literature 

The Bible can be hard to interpret because it sometimes uses “apocalyptic” 
language to describe events. Too often, Christians have mistakenly believed that such 
language is “literal,” meaning that the symbols are the referents themselves. But that’s 
not the case. The metaphors, symbols, and poetic language of apocalyptic literature are 
pointing to different realities.  

For example, many Christians read that the “sun will be dark as its rising, and the 
moon will not shed its lights” as if the sun will actually  be dark (Isaiah 13:10). But when 
reading this verse in context, it is not  talking about the literal sun going literally dark. It is 
a poetic description of the destruction of the actual empire of Babylon (Isaiah 13:1, 
17-19)!  

But why would the Bible use such extreme language for the fall of an empire? 
Take four different perspectives on a car accident.  One witness may recount, “I saw a 2

blur of blue going by.” Another may describe that they “heard a loud noise so I looked 
and saw the cars piled up.” The police report may include a rather factual description 
about miles per hour and wind speed. A person who lost a spouse in the accident may 
say, “This is the end of the world for me!”  

2 The following illustration is adapted from Peter J. Gentry, How to Understand and Read the Biblical 
Prophets (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2017).  
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All four accounts of the event are true and factual. But because of the emotion 

involved for the person who lost a spouse, he or she may have used elevated and 
extreme language to communicate the anguish of the situation.  But does a person 
mean it is the literal  end of the world. Of course not. Properly interpreting their words 
demands we be sensitive to the emotion and figures of speech used.  

It is the same way with the biblical prophets. Often, they are not speaking literally, 
but using extreme language to communicate the emotion of their prophecies. When we 
take such language literally, we actual misinterpret  the Bible, because we are not sensitive 
to the language and genre of writing. Different kinds of literature demand different 
ways to interpret it. You would never interpret a comic book the same way as the 
homepage of a news website. In a similar way, we should not interpret the prophets the 
same way we interpret the Pauline letters.  
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Week of January 5th: Overview of Zechariah  

 
Context 
If the people return to God, God will return to them. Even though the people are back 
in the land, they are still in exile. But God promises to end their (spiritual) exile. One 
day he will atone for their sin, banish idolatry and false prophets from the land, lead the 
people back in a new exodus, and fill Jerusalem with his presence. How will this 
happen? Zechariah tells us that one of the ways is for the people to repent.  
 
 
Study Questions: Read the whole book of Zechariah in one sitting 
1. What does the book teach us about God? 

 
 
 

 
2. What does Zechariah teach us about the human condition? 

 
 
 

 
3. How does this book encourage the people to finish rebuilding the temple? 

 
 
 

 
4. How is God calling you to obey Him through this book? 

 
 
 

 
Connect to Christ: What passages remind you of or point you to Jesus? 
 
Application Questions 
1. Why does Zechariah continually call the people to repentance? 
2. How do God’s promises strengthen our faith? 
3. How can visions of the coming new creation influence how you live now? 
4. Why do you think Zechariah talks so much about God’s judgment? 
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Study Helps 

One thing you may have noticed about Zechariah is that it seems to blur together 
a lot of different events. For example, in Zechariah 3:9 talks about the iniquity of the 
land being removed “in one day.” We know that Jesus fulfilled this verse through his 
death on the cross. His death was the means for cleansing the whole world of sin (1 John 
2:2). 

But the very next verse in Zechariah uses the language of new creation , where the 
whole world is abundantly fruitful: “In that day, declares the Lord of hosts, Every one of 
you will invite his neighbor to sit under his vine and under his fig tree” (3:10). Such a 
verse indicates the total renewal and renovation of the world, which is freed from the 
curse of sin. Obviously, such renewal will happen only at the second coming. So 
essentially, there is a gap (already over 2,000 years!) between Zechariah 3:9 and 3:10. 
Such a phenomenon is called “prophetic foreshortening.” Essentially, the prophets 
often just see it as one wide perspective of the future. But this is why we need the New 
Testament. It’s not that the Old Testament is wrong. It’s that God chose not to reveal 
everything about Jesus and the future at once. He unrolled it over time.  

The New Testament does not overturn the Old Testament; rather the New 
Testament clarifies  the prophecies of the Old Testament. We have the end of the story! 
When you know Jesus, it’s like knowing how a mystery novel turns out. Once you know 
the ending, when you re-read the novel, you’re able to see clearly the hints and clues 
the author was dropping in all along the way.  
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Week of January 12th: Call to Repentance 

Zechariah 1:1-6 
Context 
If the people return to God, God will return to them. Even though the people are back 
in the land, they are still in exile. But God promises to end their (spiritual) exile. One 
day he will atone for their sin, banish idolatry and false prophets from the land, lead the 
people back in a new exodus, and fill Jerusalem with his presence. How will this 
happen? Zechariah tells us that one of the ways is for the people to repent.  
 
Study Questions: 
1. Why was the Lord angry with the people’s ancestors? 

 
 
 

 
2. What happened to the former generations? 

 
 
 

 
3. What eventually lead the people to repentance? 

 
 
 

 
4. Why was God just when he judged the people? 

 
 
 

 
Connect to Christ: Read Mark 1:14-15 
 
Application Questions 
1. Is it a good thing that God gets angry? Why or why not? 
2. What is repentance? Is it a change of mind, change of behavior, or something else? 
3. Read 2 Corinthians 7:9-10. How can we know our repentance is genuine? 
4. What do you need to repent of this week? 
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Study Helps 

“The eighth month, in the second year of Darius”  refers to around October or 
November in 520 BC. Darius 1, mentioned here, is considered to be the greatest ruler of 
the Persian Empire. Under his rule, Darius allowed the Jews to return to Israel to begin 
rebuilding the temple (Ezra 6:1-12).  

History and the Bible. The Bible does not include these dates merely as some 
pointless details we can gloss over when reading the text. The dates are highly 
significant because, unlike other ancient mythologies, the Bible firmly roots itself in 
reality. The Bible is recounting real events concerning real  people and the actions of a 
real God. But we must also realize that the Bible is not  primarily a history book. It is the 
story of God. So the Bible does not give us exhaustive details about every historical 
event we would like to know.  

In the Bible, history serves theology. In other words, God uses history to 
communicate a message about himself. The primary point of the historical markers is 
to demonstrate that God is in control of the story of the world. So when the biblical 
authors sat down to write the Bible, they used history to make theological points. They 
did not include every detail about the event (in fact, that’s impossible even for the most 
detailed history book). They included every detail necessary to make their point.  

One big mistake that readers can make about the Bible is to confuse truthfulness 
with precision. For example, if I am giving directions to a friend, I can say, “My house is 
about 5 minutes away.” Or if I am looking at Google Maps, I could say,  “My house is 
1.37 miles down the road.” Or if I was living back in Kentucky, I could say, “My house is 
down the lane, past the old oak tree.” All three statements are truthful and accurate, but 
vary on the amount of detail and precision I am giving. The same is true with the Bible. 
The Bible does not give us every single detail we might want to know about something, 
but it is completely truthful.  
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Week of January 19th: Man with the Measuring Line 

Zechariah 2:1-5 
Context 
Zechariah continues his series of night visions which are meant to encourage the 
people. In the visions, God promises to vindicate his people and judge their oppressors. 
The visions look forward to a day when God’s presence returns to Jerusalem and He 
fills the city with his glory.   
 
Study Questions:  
1. What is the man with the “tape measure” going to do? 

 
 
 

 
2. Why does another angel essentially tell him to drop the tape measure? 

 
 
 

 
3. How is God’s presence represented in this vision? 

 
 
 

 
4. Why is it important that God’s glory return to his people? (Hint: see Ezekiel 10:1-19) 

 
 
 

 
Connect to Christ: Read 2 Corinthians 4:5-6. How does God’s glory return to his people now? 
 
Application Questions 
1. What areas of your life are you doubting that God can change? 
2. What is more important to you: an experience of God’s presence or a change in 
circumstance? Explain your answer 
3. Have you ever “seen” God’s glory through Jesus yet? If so, explain what that 
experience was like. If not, why not? 
4. How can we keep on “seeing” God’s glory through Christ? 
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Study Helps 

A man has a “measuring line” in his hand, something equivalent to a modern-day 
tape measure (2:1). He wants to measure Jerusalem (2:2). If Jerusalem is to be restored, it 
needs to be measured. Plans need to be drawn up! But the man is told to put the tape 
measure away. God’s plans are so much greater. In fact, the city won’t even need walls 
because God protective presence, symbolized as a wall of fire will be there (2:5). Fire is 
often associated with God’s presence. God appears to Moses in a burning  bush: “The 
bush was burning with fire, yet the bush was not consumed” (Exod 3:2). When God 
visited the people at Mount Sinai, he descended on the “in fire” (Exod 19:18). He even 
lead the people by a pillar of fire (Exod 13:21-22). 

In Christ, we are now included in the new temple, God’s people. His protective 
presence still surrounds us, yet it is a protective presence of our faith, not our physical 
bodies. In the book of Revelation, the martyrs of Jesus defeat Satan through holding fast 
to their faith, not through surviving persecution: “They overcome him (i.e. Satan) 
because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their testimony, and they 
did not love their life even when they faced death” (Rev 12:11). Christ does indeed 
promise to protect us, but He does not promise to protect us from every bodily threat. 
He promises to hold us fast in our faith  until we come home to Him. 
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Week of January 26th: Joshua the High Priest 

Zechariah 3:1-10 
Context  
While Zechariah calls on the people to repent, God’s salvation ultimately rests on...God 
Himself. Yet God chooses to use special offices of the priesthood and kingship to 
establish His rule over the earth. Today, we will study the vision of how God restores 
priesthood. We will also see what Israel’s priesthood was pointing too all along.  
  
Study Questions:  
1. What does the removal of Joshua’s dirty clothes represent? (3:1-4) 

 
 
 

 
2. What does clothing Joshua with a clean turban represent? (3:5) 

 
 
 

 
3. What responsibility does Joshua have? (3:6-7) 

 
 
 

 
4. Who is Joshua preparing the way for? What will this new and better priest do? (3:8-10) 

 
 
 

 
Connect to Christ: Read Hebrews 9:11-15. How does Christ abolish all other priests? 
 
Application Questions 
1. Read 2 Corinthians 5:21. What does God’s salvation in Christ consist of for us? 
2. What obstacles come up to living like we’re really forgiven? 
3. Does God’s forgiveness give us a free pass to live however we want now?  
4. Who in your life needs to hear the message of God’s forgiveness? When will you tell 
them? 
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Study Helps 

It's important to remember that this episode of Joshua the high-priest is a vision: 
the angel shows Zechariah all of these things (3:1). These actions are symbolic, not 
literal, because the text explicitly tells us: “[these men] are a symbol” (3:8).. What they 
point to is the truth that God would be restoring the office of priesthood to the people. 
God did, in fact, restore the priesthood to the people. But the priests did not fully obey 
God and became corrupted again (3:6-7). Therefore, a new and greater priest would be 
needed . The cleansing of Joshua the High Priest points forward to a coming “Branch” 
(2:8). The Bible speaks of Israel being cut down to a stump (Isaiah 6:13). This happened 
in the exile, the people of Israel seemed all but dead. But from this stump will come 
forth a small shoot of a stem (Isaiah 11:1). This occured when Jesus was born. His 
humble beginnings can be dramatically pictured like a small shoot bursting forth from 
a stump. Eventually, the shoot will grow into a flowering tree with branches (Isaiah 
11:1b). Christ’s kingdom is likened to a large tree which eventually covered the world 
(Mark 3:30-32). 

A stone with seven “eyes” or “facets” is given to Joshua. This was probably some 
kind of gem stone that Joshua should lodge in his turban or priest’s breastplate (Webb, 
88). The stone is engraved with a promise: God will remove the sin of the land in a 
single day! Then after sin is removed, there will peace and restoration. People sitting 
under vines and eating fruit is a common image in the Old Testament of the coming 
new creation (Micah 4:4; Amos 9:14). Notice that the vision does not set forth the time 
lag between these two things. We know the land was purged of sin through the 
once-for-all sacrifice of Jesus. The new creation begins in the life of the believer now as 
God gives them new spiritual life (2 Corinthians 5:17). But the completion of God’s plan 
and full restoration of all things awaits Christ’s second coming.  
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Week of February 2nd: The Golden Lampstand 

Zechariah 4:1-14 
Context  
The people of Israel were tasked with rebuilding Jerusalem, specifically God’s temple. 
Yet morale was low and the work was slow. So God gives Zechariah a strange vision to 
encourage the people to continue the work.  
 
Study Questions:  
1. What does Zechariah see in his vision? (You may want to take some extra space to 
sketch out a rudimentary drawing) 

 
 
 

 
2. What does the golden menorah represent? (Hint: 4:6-7 tells us) 

 
 
 

 
3. What promise does God give to Zerubbabel (Zir-Rub-Bah-Bull)? (4:8-10) 

 
 
 

 
4. What do the two olive trees represent? (If you get stuck, you can turn to the 
commentary section on the next page) 

 
 
 

 
Connect to Christ: Read Revelation 11:1-6. How does Christ help the church overcome 
persecution? 
 
Application Questions 
1. Why is the Holy Spirit necessary to accomplish anything of eternal importance? 
2. How does God’s sovereignty encourage us to keep going for God’s mission? 
3. How does the gospel equip us to love God and to love others? 
4. What “work” has God impressed upon your desires or thoughts to accomplish? How 
can your Community Group help you? 
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Study Helps 

Zechariah sees a strange vision of a huge golden menorah (seven-branch 
lampstand). He sees something like this: 

 
Although the details of the vision are hard to figure, the main message is clear: the 
Spirit-empowered community lead by Spirit-empowered leaders will rebuild the 
dwelling place of God. The whole vision is an encouragement for Zerubbabel to rebuild 
the temple through the power of the Spirit. In summary, here’s most likely what 
different aspects of the vision represent: 
 
The lampstand with seven lamps = the restored community 
The golden oil = The Holy Spirit 
The two olive trees = Joshua (priest) and Zerubbabel (governor, anticipating a restored 
kingship) who represent the leadership of the new community.  
 

The fulfillment of this vision occurred both in Zechariah’s day as the priesthood 
and office of kingship were beginning to be restored. But the prophecy also looks 
forward to the day when a renewed people would be indwelt by the Holy Spirit to 
accomplish God’s mission in the world. This prophecy, then, is ultimately fulfilled 
through Christ and the church. As people repent and believe in Christ, they are made 
part of His body, the church. At Pentecost, the whole church was empowered and 
emboldened by the Holy Spirit to accomplish God’s mission of taking the gospel “to the 
ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).    
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Week of February 9th: The Temple Builder 

Zechariah 6:9-15 
Context  
God calls the people to repentance. He promises them restoration. What the people 
need in order to continue the work God called them to do is hope . Today’s passage gives 
the people hope that things can turn around because God will make it happen.  
 
  
Study Questions:  
1. What actions is Zechariah to do? (6:9-11) 

 
 
 

 
2. What does Zechariah prophesy will happen in the future? (6:12-13) 

 
 
 

 
3. What are the crowns supposed to remind the people of? (6:14) 

 
 
 

 
4. What will happen when the Branch comes? (6:15) 

 
 
 

 
Connect to Christ: Read Ephesians 2:11-22. How has Christ brought the Gentiles near to 
rebuild the temple? 
 
Application Questions 
1. What tangible reminders of salvation in Christ has God given the church?  
2. What are the similarities and differences between baptism and communion? 
3. How can we know that God will make good on His promises for us? 
4. What does building God’s temple look like today? How can you be a 
“temple-builder”? 
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Study Helps 

Just like the symbolic actions taken earlier with Joshua (3:8-10), so now, Zechariah 
is to perform more symbolic actions. Zechariah is to make a crown (which is typically 
reserved for a king) for Joshua the high priest (6:11). The offices of priesthood and 
kingship were often separate in Israel. The only kings who really functioned in the dual 
role of a priest-king in Israel’s history were David and Solomon. But Zechariah 
indicates that some day in the future, there will be a coming Branch who will unite the 
offices of priesthood and kingship in one. This new priest-king will also truly rebuild 
God’s temple (6:13). Again, it is significant that this book is written to the returned exiles 
who are in the land. The physical return to the land, and the physical rebuilding of the 
temple that they are engaged in are the ultimate points of God’s plan.  

Once the new priest-king comes, His will also include the Gentiles (“those who are 
far off”) in the rebuilding of the temple. All of this is fulfilled in Christ. He came and 
united the offices of priest and king in Himself. He is the true High Priest who makes 
the final sacrifice for sins. He is also the true King of the people. Now, in Christ, anyone, 
Jew or Gentle, is made part of God’s temple, which is not a physical building but a 
spiritual body (Eph 2:11-22). 
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Week of February 16th: Exhortation 

Zechariah 7:1-14 
Context  
After the night visions (1:7-6:8), the book of Zechariah refocuses upon Zechariah’s 
community which was trying to rebuild the physical temple after they returned to their 
ancestral home. Unfortunately, although the people returned physically from exile, 
they had not returned spiritually. In fact, the community that returned struggled with 
the very same sins that sent them away into exile in the first place ! Today, we will see insights 
into the human condition and what God tells His people to do.  
 
 Study Questions:  
1. What question did the people want answered by the priests? (7:1-3) 

 
 
 

 
2. What is God’s answer to the question? (7:4-7) 

 
 
 

 
3. How should the community of Zechariah’s day live? (7:8-10) 

 
 
 

 
4. What lessons should the new community learn from the behaviors of their ancestors? 
(7:11-14) 

 
 
 

 
Connect to Christ: Read Matthew 23:23-24. Why is justice so important to Jesus? 
 
Application Questions 
1. Does God care more about our hearts (i.e. desires) than our outward behaviors? 
Explain your answer. 
2. What things tempt you to harden your heart? 
3.  How can we keep our hearts “soft” before the Lord? 
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Study Helps 

The specific date of “the fourth year of King Darius...on the fourth day of the 
ninth month” is August or September of 518 BC (7:1). But the date is doing more than 
just giving a chronology. It is a literary marker beginning a new section of the book. It 
corresponds back to the dates found in 1:1 and 1:7 which mark off the major units in the 
book.  

What is going on is that the town of Bethel sent two guys as a delegation to ask a 
question from the priests and the prophets, who were presumably in Jerusalem (7:2). 
The question the people had was about fasting: should they continue their rhythm of 
fasts like they used to do (7:3)? The answers came from the Lord through Zechariah. 
Essentially, God says, “Check your motives!” When the people mourned and fasted 
while in exile, were they doing so with pure motives? Were they trying to get to know 
God, or just trying to get things (like restoration to the land) from God  (7:5-6)? The answer 
from God seems to be that He doesn’t really care about whether or not the people are 
performing certain religious rituals. The deeper question is why they are doing these 
things.  

The next part of the Lord’s answer blurs the present with the past. The Lord tells 
the returned community to “dispense true justice” and to not oppress widows, orphans, 
or immigrants (7:8-10). But then the scene shifts to the behaviors of the generations 
right before the exile: “They refused to pay attention and turned a stubborn shoulder 
and stopped their ears from hearing” (7:12). Therefore, God judged the people by 
exiling them (7:13-14). There seems to be a thinly veiled warning from the Lord to 
Zechariah’s community: if they act like their ancestors did, they will suffer the same 
fate (exile) that their ancestors did.  

This is exactly what happened too. The returned community also struggled with 
the very same sins that sent the people away into exile all the way up to the time of 
Jesus. For about 490 years, the people refused to truly return to the Lord. Then the 
Lord sent Christ who was rejected by Israel’s leadership and the majority of the nation. 
Jesus condemned Israel for lacking spiritual perception and refusal to come to Him 
(Matthew 13:10-17, quoting Isaiah 6:9-10). Eventually, the people were judged by God 
when the Romans invaded Israel and destroyed the temple in 70AD. The people were 
exiled again and scattered across the whole world. It wasn’t until after World War II that 
Jews began to filter back into Palestine en masse. But a physical return was never the 
point. A spiritual return must take place. So the fact that Jews are back in the land of 
Israel is only setting them up for judgment and exile once again unless they turn to 
Christ and believe the gospel message.  
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Week of February 23rd: Restoration 

Zechariah 8:1-13 
Context  
If the people repent, God will return in His glory to them (1:1-6). God is very concerned 
about the new community living a life devoted to Him. He does not want vain religion 
and injustice (7:5-10). So if the new community exemplifies His standards, God will 
bless them beyond all measure. Today, God gives the people a picture of what true 
restoration looks like and how to attain it.  
 
 Study Questions:  
1. What motivates God’s restoration of His people (8:1-2)? 

 
 
 

 
2. What will be Jerusalem’s new name? Why is this significant (8:3-4) 

 
 
 

 
3. What blessings does God give the people (8:5-8) 

 
 
 

 
4. How should the people live in light of God’s future work (8:9-13) 

 
 
 

 
Connect to Christ: Read Ephesians 1:1-14. What blessings do we have in Christ? 
 
Application Questions 
1. Why is Jesus’ return so important for our faith? 
2. How do God’s promises of the future nourish our faith in the present? 
3. Read Ephesians 4:25. What does speaking truth look like in the church? 
4. What are some ways that your Group can continue the mission of God through LBC? 
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Study Helps 

God promises to one day return to Zion and renew Jerusalem as the “City of 
Truth” (8:1-3). It’s important to remember again that Zechariah is announcing these 
promises to the people who are already in the land. Therefore, their work of rebuilding 
the temple and the city, while important, was never intended to be the true restoration 
that God had promised.  

The restoration that God promises is cast as a new return from exile: “I am going to 
save My people from the land of the east and from land the west, and I will bring them 
back” (8:7-8). Is God talking literally here? Probably not. The people had already come 
back to the land so they would have been puzzled a bit by why God was talking about 
another return. The return that God is talking about is a return from spiritual exile  which 
also happens at the same time that a new covenant comes into being: “They shall be My 
people, and I will be their God in truth and righteousness” (8:8). The prhase “they will 
be my people...I will be their God” is known as the covenant formula and indicates the 
goal and purpose of God’s covenant: close, personal relationship with His people. So 
here we have a picture of God’s all-encompassing salvation.  

The promises of God’s future have present implications for Zechariah’s 
community, however. They are to be strong and continue the work of rebuilding the 
temple (8:9). God had previously brought disaster upon the people (8:14). But now God 
is giving the people another chance in His grace and mercy (8:15). But what the people 
need to do is live in a complete truthfulness and love for God and others (8:16). Only 
through perfect obedience will God’s great promises truly come to pass. An illustration 
of this is the fact that eventually the fasts of mourning in Israel’s history will be turned 
to feasts of joy (8:18-19a). Therefore, the people must “love truth and peace” (8:19b). 
God’s promises provoke responsibility.  

God promises that one day the Gentiles will stream to Jerusalem to worship God 
(8:20-23). Such an expectation is in line with earlier prophecies of the Gentiles joining 
the people of God (2:11; 6:15). The fulfillment of this prophecy happens in the 
already/not yet paradigm based on Jesus’ first and second coming. Gentiles already 
stream to Jerusalem, the new Jerusalem in heaven, along with believing Jews (Hebrews 
12:22-24). But the promise is not yet fulfilled in its totality when believers from all 
nations will flood into the New Jerusalem, which is the whole new creation, to worship 
around God’s throne forever and forever (Revelation 21:10-26).  

Certainly God has not reneged on his promises to the Jews. His promises to the 
Jews come into being through Jesus , the last Adam, the seed of Abraham, and the Davidic 
King, and leader of Israel. There is no separate destiny for Jews and Gentiles. We are all 
one  in Christ Jesus (Galatians 3:28). We all receive the exact same inheritance: the 
promises of a universal blessing (i.e. new creation) which were made to Abraham 
(Galatians 3:29)!  
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Week of March 1st: Salvation of the Gentiles 

Zechariah 9:1-8 
Context  
The book of Zechariah features two major sections chapters 1-8 and 9-14. Chapters 1-8 
largely are visions of future restoration with calls to holy living for the present 
interspersed among them. Chapters 9-14, on the other hand, are apocalyptic visions of 
the future restoration of God. These visions use poetry and highly symbolic language to 
try to capture the uncontainable, the grand work of God!  
 
 Study Questions:  
1. What will God do to His people’s enemies? (9:1-6) 

 
 
 

 
2. What surprising work will He do for His people’s enemies? (9:7) 

 
 
 

 
3. How will God defend His people? (9:8) 

 
 
 

 
Connect to Christ:  Read Romans 5:6-11. How has Jesus reconciled us? 
 
Application Questions 
1. Read Revelation 19:1-6 . Why is it a good thing to rejoice that God will judge our 
enemies? 
2. How does the gospel keep our thirst for justice in proper place?  
3. Who have you been faithfully praying for to come to know the Lord? How is that 
going?  
 
   

 
 

28 



 
Study Helps 

Most of chapters 9-10 are poetry and thus demand to be interpreted differently 
than if it was historical narratives. Chapter nine opens with a “burden” or “oracle” (9:1). 
An oracle is a message from God about some future event; it could be in the near 
future, the distant future, or a blend of the two. Here is a blend of the two. Zechariah’s 
prophecy refers to events both near and far. Specifically, this word from the Lord 
comes “against the land of Hadrach” (i.e. Syria) and its capital city, Damascus (9:1b). 
Syria had always long tormented Israel, so God is promising His judgment against the 
nation. 

Not only is God going to judge Syria, but also “Hamath” and “Tyre and Sidon” 
(9:2). All of these places had tormented Israel over the years. While the nations have 
made themselves wealthy at Israel’s expense (“piled up silver like dust...gold like dirt in 
the streets”), God will destroy these nations and remove them from power (9:3-7). 
Notice the extreme language used to describe the defeat of a nation: “Gaza too will 
writhe in great pain”...”Ashkelon will not be inhabited” (9:5). Such language is not to be 
interpreted literally for Gaza is a nation, not an actual person. But such language 
communicates forcefully the utter devastation that happens when a nation collapses 
and is ruled by another.  

Amazingly, God not only judges the nations but actually turns to them in grace 
and mercy. He will “remove their blood from their mouth,” that is, He will be like a 
tender father who cleans out the bloody mouth of a child who has gotten in a fight (9:7). 
He will remove “detestable things from between their teeth.” The nations have been so 
devoted to idolatry and evil practices, it is like someone eating food and then never 
brushing their teeth so that it begins to rot. God will be the ultimate dentist and clean 
the teeth of the nations! He will remove idolatry and evil from them. The nations will 
even be “remnant for our God.” They will join the people of God! The former enemies 
of God will be Jews and Israelites! Yet in the meantime, God will defend His people 
(9:8). 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   

 
 

29 



 
Week of March 8th: The New Exodus 

Zechariah 10:1-12 
 

Context  
God promises to judge His people’s enemies (9:1-8). When He judges their enemies, 
God will restore His people through the work of a humble king (9:9-17). Now God is 
giving the people assurances of His protection and salvation. He will save His people 
from their enemies and bring them back in from a second exile through a second 
exodus.  
 
 Study Questions:  
1. What were the false prophets and bad leaders doing to the people? (10:2) 

 
 
 

 
2. What will God do to those who mislead His people? (10:3) 

 
 
 

 
3. What will God do to bring His people back from exile? (10:8-12) 

 
 
 

4. What is the significance that God prophecies a return from exile for those who have 
already physically returned from exile? 

 
 
 

 
Connect to Christ: Read Jeremiah 16:14-16 and Matthew 4:18-22. How is the end of the exile 
occurring through Jesus and His disciples? 
 
Application Questions 
1. Who are some of the false prophets and bad leaders afflicting God’s people today? 
2. How can we graciously fight for the truth as a church? 
3. Read 1 Peter 1:1-4. How is our “exile” different than Israel of old? 
4. Who can you strengthen in the Lord this week? 
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Study Helps 

The next round of prophecies calls for Zechariah’s community to ask for God’s 
restoration. The idea of “rain” speaks of God’s blessing because as an agricultural 
society, Israel was almost totally dependent on rain for food (10:1; cf. Joel 2:23). But 
God’s restoration cannot come fully yet because the people are corrupted by idolatry: 
“the teraphim speak iniquity” (10:2). The “teraphim'' were probably small idols (2 Kings 
23:24). What Zechariah means is that the people are turning to these small objects to 
give them direction in life, but all they are doing is pointing them toward sin! 

Most of the prophets in Israel were also corrupt: “the diviners see lying visions.” 
As a result of bad leadership, the people of Israel “wander” from God (10:2). But God’s 
anger rises up against the bad leaders and He will remove the poor leadership from 
Israel (10:3). Eventually, the supreme leader of Israel will come, the “cornerstone,” the 
“tent peg,” the “bow of battle” (10:4). God will restore His people under the leadership of 
the true Shepherd and they will become mighty (10:4-5). The establishment of the new 
King will lead the people back to a new return (10:6-12). The new returns occurs 
through a new exodus (“they pass through the sea of distress...He will strike waves of the 
sea...all the depths of the Nile will be dried up”) (10:11).  

Such fulfillment occurs when Jesus comes on the scene. He is the true king of 
Israel. He restores Israel by establishing His twelve disciples as the remnant of Israel. He 
then empowers His people to accomplish the mission of God through the Spirit of God. 
Jesus brings the exile to an end through His death and resurrection. Now, the church is 
tasked with calling the rest of the exiles home as she goes out into the world to proclaim 
the gospel.   
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Week of March 15th: Parable of the Shepherds 

Zechariah 11:1-17 
Context  
God promised to free His people from the evil “shepherds” (leaders) who were 
exploiting and compromising his people (10:2-3). In today’s passage, God tells 
Zechariah to enact a dramatic parable about how He is going to change the leadership 
structure of the people.  
 
Study Questions:  
1. Zechariah takes on the role of a shepherd tending a flock which will eventually be 
killed. Why is God going to kill this flock? (11:1-6) 

 
 
 

 
2. Zechariah then takes on the role of a “good” shepherd. What does the good shepherd 
do for the people? (11:7) What is the response of the shepherd to the people and the 
people to the shepherd? (11:8-11) 

 
 
 

 
3. What does Zechariah do (in the role of the good shepherd) after being “paid off” by 
the people? (11:12-14) 

 
 
 

4.  After the people reject the Good Shepherd, what happens to the people? To their 
leadership? (11:15-17) 

 
 

 
Connect to Christ: Read John 10:11-18. How does Jesus fulfill Zechariah’s enacted drama? 
 
Application Questions 
1. Why is godly leadership so important for the church? 
2. Why do you think God gave the people a “foolish shepherd” after they rejected the 
good shepherd? What does this tell us about God’s judgment? 
3. How can we be good shepherds to those around us? 
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 Study Helps 

Most of Zechariah 11 is a parable-like drama that Zechariah performs in front of 
the people (11:4-17). Yet the chapter begins with a prophecy of Lebanon’s destruction 
(11:1-3). The connection between Lebanon’s destruction and Zechariah’s shepherd 
enactment is found in the use of the word, “shepherd” in 11:3: God will remove the 
leadership of Lebanon (“ shepherds”). But Israel must not gloat, because God is coming 
to remove their leadership too (cf. 10:3)! 

In the drama, God tells Zechariah to perform various symbolic functions. First, 
Zechariah acts as a shepherd. But his flock is doomed to be killed (11:4-6). So God seems 
to be saying that the people will once again go into exile. Zechariah then takes two staffs 
and names them “Union” and “Favor,” echoing the reunification of the southern and 
northern kingdoms of Judah (cf. Jeremiah 33). Things are looking up. 

 Zechariah even removes the poor leadership by annihilating “three shepherds” 
(11:8). No specific people are intended, but it’s possible that the three offices of prophet, 
priest, and king could be the reference. Unfortunately, the Good Shepherd (Zechariah) 
is fed up with the people (and they are with him) (11:8b). So he will allow the flock to 
undergo judgment, which is defined as the breaking of the covenant (11:9-11). Zechariah 
is essentially giving the people a preview of Jesus’ life and ministry. Jesus is the Good 
Shepherd and fulfills all the offices of leadership for Israel. The people reject him, 
however, and thus received the curses laid out under the Mosaic Covenant (Deut 30).  

Back to Zechariah. As the Good Shepherd, Zechariah asks to receive his payment 
from the people and they give him “thirty shekels of silvers.” God then commands 
Zechariah to throw the money away. Essentially,  the people pay off the Good 
Shepherd to have him leave (11:12-13). Consequently, Zechariah cuts his staff in half, 
symbolizing the complete breaking of the covenant (11:14).  

The book of Matthew tells us that this passage, along with one in Jeremiah, are 
fulfilled when Judas receives 30 shekels of silver to betray Jesus. Judas then throws the 
money away and kills himself, because he feels guilty (Matthew 27:9-10). While the New 
Testament “zoom in” on Judas as the agent of rejection, the Zechariah passage only 
gives us a very broad view of the Good Shepherd’s rejection.  

After his rejection, Zechariah has a new role to play: a “foolish” or “worthless 
shepherd (11:15). Zechariah’s actions predict the coming of a bad shepherd who will 
ravage the flock (11:16). Eventually, God will strike down this false shepherd and judge 
him (11:17). Whether this is some kind of bad leadership over Israel directly after Jesus’ 
death and resurrection and before the destruction of Jerusalem in 70AD or some kind 
of last day antichrist figure, it is hard to know for certain. Either way, God will win in 
the end!  
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Week of March 22nd: Abolishing Idolatry 

Zechariah 13:1-6 
 

Context  
One of God’s works for His people will be to abolish sin, idolatry, and false prophets 
from the land. The sin of the land will be purged in one day, resulting in the 
overflowing of God’s blessing (3:9). In the new era of God’s work, false prophets will be 
banished too.  
 
 
Study Questions:  
 
1. What will God do for His people in the future? (13:2) 

 
 
 

 
2. What will happen to someone who attempts to prophesy? (13:3) 

 
 
 

 
3. How will the false prophets try to hide their true identity? (13:4-7) 

 
 
 

 
Connect to Christ: Read Matthew 24:23-28. How does Jesus prepare us for the coming of 
false prophets and false miracle workers? 
 
 
 
Application Questions 
1. Read 1 John 4:1. Why does John tell us to “test the spirits”?  
2. How can we keep ourselves and others from being deceived by false prophets? 
3. How can we identify false prophets today? 
4. What does clinging to the truth in a time of deception look like? 
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Study Helps 

One of the hallmarks of the new age that God will bring in for His people is the 
destruction of idolatry and false prophecy. One day, some of the greatest tormentors 
(false prophets) of, and temptations (idols) for, God’s people will be gone. God will “cut 
off the names of the idols from the land, and they will no longer be remembered” (13:2). 
The stigma of false prophecy will be so great that if anyone dares to prophesy, his own 
family will kill him (13:3)! The stigma of prophecy will be so great that false prophets 
will not even dress up like prophets anymore (13:4). False prophets will try to mask their 
identity by claiming to farmers (13:5). But people will get suspicious when they see the 
wounds on these “farmers” from almost being killed by their family: “What are these 
wounds between your arms”? (13:6a). The false prophets will lie and claim that they 
were hurt accidentally by friends (13:6b).  

The already/not yet fulfillment of this passage is apparent from the New 
Testament. Christ saves people from their enslavement to idolatry (Galatians 4:1-4). 
Christ has brought us the truth which has been written down in the Bible. Yet idolatry 
and false prophecy still exist. Thus, in the meantime, as a Christians we must “test the 
spirits” precisely because “many false prophets have gone out into the world” (1 John 
4:1). We need to examine the teachings of any spiritual teacher and make sure it 
matches up with the word of God.  

This passage should also give us pause about anyone , no matter how 
well-meaning, who claims to have visions, dreams, or “prophecies” from God. Under 
the Israel’s covenant with God, the penalty for false prophecy was death (Deuteronomy 
13:1-5). Under the new covenant, the penalty for false prophecy is church discipline and 
expulsion from the body of Christ. Therefore, it is much better to say that one “hears” 
from God through the diligent reading and study of the word rather than private 
revelations. We do not need continuing prophesy any longer; we have the word of God. 
If God wanted us to know anything more, He would have added it to His book.  
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Week of March 29th: Worldwide Temple 

Zechariah 14:12-21 
Context  
Zechariah received a vision of a time when God’s people would suffer horribly (14:2). 
Then God would defeat His people’s enemies (14:3-7). His presence would fill the city, 
living waters would flow, and He will be all in all (14:8-9). Now, Zechariah gives us 
another perspective on God’s future work.  
 
Study Questions:  
1. What will God do to His enemies? (14:12-15) 

 
 
 

 
2. How will God discipline the nations for impure worship? (14:16-19) 

 
 
 

 
3. How far will God’s holiness permeate the city? 

 
 
 

4.  What is the final picture of God’s great salvation? 
 
 
 

 
Connect to Christ: Read Revelation 21-22. How does the new creation fulfill this vision? 
 
 
Application Questions 
1. Why can we take refuge in God? 
2. How can we experience God’s presence now? 
3. Why is living a holy life now important? 
4. What victories has God given you recently? Which ones are you still waiting for? 
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Study Helps 

The final vision recapitulates the previous passage from a different angle (cf. 
14:1-11). God will defend His people by afflicting their enemies with a flesh eating plague 
(14:12). He will beset them with great panic and they will end up killing one another 
(14:13). All the wealth of the nations will now belong to God’s people (14:14). Everything 
of the ungodly will be devastated (14:15).  

Those who come to believe in the God of Israel will go up to Jerusalem to 
worship, while those who refuse will be judged (14:16-19). It needs to be remembered 
that Zechariah is using imagery and language available to him of his day. Total 
conquest by the Lord for the people of Israel would look like the Gentiles coming to 
worship in Jerusalem (Isaiah 2:1-3), and subjugation of their enemies (Psalm 2). But 
since Christ is the fulfillment of all of Israel’s festivals and Laws, this passage is probably 
not intended to be taken literally in light of the New Testament. I don’t think the Feast 
of Booths will be reinstated. What’s going on here is a picture of God’s total victory and 
a unified worshipping community, which is exactly what’s going to happen in the end 
(Revelation 21:22-27).  

In the final vision of Zechariah, the whole city of Jerusalem is made holy. Even 
the most mundane things like pots and pans will permeate with God’s holiness. His 
presence will be all in all (14:20-21). There will be no Canaanites or “traders” in the 
house of the Lord. But God’s holy temple will now be the whole earth! Such visions find 
the complete fulfillment in the new creation where God’s presence shines out over the 
whole earth: “I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its 
temple. And the city has no need of the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of 
God has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb” (Revelation 21:22-23).   
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Week of April 5th: The Humble King 

Zechariah 9:9-17 
 

Context  
Zechariah opens his poetry exalting God’s judgment and salvation upon the nations 
(9:1-8). Now, Zechariah turns his attention to Israel and gives them a picture of their 
future deliverer.  
 
 
 Study Questions:  
1. Describe the coming King. (9:7) 

 
 
 

 
2. Why will God restore His people? (9:8-13) 

 
 
 

 
3. How will God defend His people from their enemies? (9:14-15) 

 
 
 

 
4. How are God’s restored people described? (9:16-17) 

 
 
 

 
Connect to Christ: Read Matthew 23:1-11. How does Jesus fulfill this prophecy? 
 
 
Application Questions 
1. Why was it important for Jesus to be humble? 
2. What are you most afraid of?  
3. Why should we not be afraid of our enemies, or any other opposition we may face as 
Christians? 
4. How can you engage in God’s mission this week?   
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Study Helps 

Zechariah urges the people to rejoice because their humble king is coming (9:9). 
The coming of the king seems to usher in complete peace for the people: “I will cut off 
the chariot from Ephraim...the bow of war will be cut off” (9:10a). The king of Israel will 
rule from sea to sea, even extending to the “ends of the earth” (9:10b). Sound familiar?  

It’s important to recognize how the New Testament interprets this prophecy. 
Jesus fulfills the humble coming of the king when He rides into Jerusalem that first 
“Palm Sunday” (Matthew 21:1-4). But what the Old Testament sees as one big event, the 
New Testament splits up a bit. The New Testament just shows that Zechariah 9:10 
which speaks of the King’s worldwide reign is an already/not yet reality. Jesus is already 
ruling and reigning over all things because of his resurrection and ascension to the 
throne of David at God’s right hand (Acts 2:29-36). Jesus’ reign of peace is already 
moving outward to the “ends of the earth” as the church moves out on mission (Acts 
1:8). Yet complete peace has not yet  been achieved. Such peace awaits Jesus’ second 
coming.  

Zechariah also prophesies that with the coming king will come the renewal of the 
covenant (9:11). In fact, there will be a new exodus  where the prisoners go free (9:11-12). 
Once the prisoners go free, God will empower His people to defeat their enemies (9:13). 
The reason why God’s people can defeat their enemy is because God will be with them, 
just like He was with them at the first exodus (9:14-15). God’s people will move and 
defeat all opposition: “They will devour and trample on the sling stones” (9:15). They 
will even be boisterous as if they had too much wine! God will come through for His 
people, who are described as his “flock.” They are also described as being like precious 
jewels in a crown and beautiful (9:16-17). It is an amazing picture of what God thinks 
about His people! 
Such a prophecy is also fulfilled in an already/not yet.  Jesus has cut a new covenant 
through His own blood (Luke 21:20). And so now, God is empowering His church to 
face their enemies. They do not conquer their enemies through military might, but 
through holding fast to the testimony about Jesus (Revelation 12:11). Jesus describes his 
people as a “little flock” but tells them not to be afraid because one day He will bring 
His kingdom to the earth in all of its fullness and will vindicate them (Luke 12:32).   
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Week of April 12th: The Pierced One 

Zechariah 12:10-13:1 
 

Context  
On the great day of salvation, God will provide a sacrifice for His people. He will also 
restore them through repentance and mourning and will provide a means of 
atonement: through sacrifice there will be forgiveness of sins.  
 
 
Study Questions:  
1. What will God pour out on His people? (12:10) 

 
 
 

 
2. Who will the people see? (12:10) 

 
 
 

 
3. What will be the response? (12:10-14) 

 
 
 

 
4. How will God provide forgiveness for the people? 

 
 
 

 
Connect to Christ:  Read 1 John 2:1-2. What does Jesus’ death on the cross accomplish for us? 
 
Application Questions 
1. Why is mourning over our sin so important for a healthy Christian life? 
2. What sins do you need to mourn over? 
3. How does the gospel pick us up out of our mourning and bring us joy? 
4. Who can we encourage with God’s forgiveness this week? 
 
   

 
 

40 



 
 Study Helps 

Ironically, God will not only judges the nations, but seems to judge those who 
have pierced God’s representative (12:10). This text is a profound testimony to Jesus and 
the doctrine of the Trinity. Yahweh, Israel’s covenant God, says that “they will look 
upon Me  whom they pierced.” Yet there is a shift in that the people will mourn “for him, 
as one mourns for an only son”! As Christians, we believe that this verse makes the best 
sense referring to Jesus Christ, who was Yahweh incarnate. Being fully God and fully 
man, Jesus can take these words upon Him. The New Testament writers saw the 
crucifixion fulfilling this verse: “One of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear...These 
things came to pass to fulfill the Scripture, ‘Not a bone of him will be broken, and again 
another Scripture, ‘They will look upon Him whom they pierce’.” (John 19:34, 37).  

Judgement will extend all the day through Israel as they mourn over the fact that 
they rejected their Messiah and will be judged for it (12:12-14). The only hope for the 
people is the fact that God will open a fountain of cleansing for the people (13:1). God 
will make a way for the people to be cleansed of their sins.  

This text clearly has an already/not yet fulfillment. The New Testament writers 
saw the “last days” breaking into history through the sending of Christ (Hebrews 1:1). His 
death and resurrection kick off the “last days” (which have now lasted for over 2,000 
years!). These “last days” will come to climactic fulfillment when Jesus comes again to 
vindicate the church from its Jewish and Gentile persecutors. Jesus is coming again and 
“every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will 
mourn over Him” (Revelation 1:7). 
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Extra Study Questions   
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Zechariah 1:7-17  

 
Context 
The prophet Zechariah proclaimed a message of repentance to the people (1:1-6). 
Although the people were back in the land after exile, the Lord’s presence still had not 
returned to Jerusalem. Further repentance was needed. In light of such circumstances, it 
would have been easy for the people to be discouraged and not continue rebuilding 
their lives and their hometowns. So God gives Zechariah some peculiar visions at night 
to encourage the people.  
 
Study Questions:  
1. What do the horses report in the vision? (1:7-11) 

 
 
 

 
2. How does God respond to the charge that he abandoned his people? (1:12-14) 

 
 
 

 
3. What is God going to do to the nations who have terrorized his people? (1:15) 

 
 
 

 
4. What promise does God give to his people? (1:16-17) 

 
 
 

 
Connect to Christ: Read Romans 8:38-39. In Christ, how does God’s protect us?  
 
Application Questions 
1. How can God’s Control over our lives be a comfort in difficult times? 
2. When have you felt like God has abandoned you? How can you know God’s love? 
3. Why is it a good thing that God is a God of justice? 
4. How do we experience God’s presence today? How will we experience God’s presence 
in the future? 
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Study Helps 

Zechariah 1:7 gives us another historical date marker: “On the twenty-fourth day 
of the eleventh month, which is the month of Shebat, in the second year of Darius.” 
This vision occurs about two months after his initial vision. Zechariah sees a vision of 
different colored horses patrolling around the earth (1:7-9). Such horse patrols would 
have been a common sight for the returned exiles because the Persians regularly used 
mounted patrols to watch over their kingdom (Webb, Message of Zechariah, 69). The 
horses probably represent God’s sovereignty. He, not Persia, is the one in control. God 
sends them out (1:10), and they report back: the whole world is quiet (1:11). The nations 
that have defeated Israel are sitting comfortably. Naturally, the angel questions how 
long God will allow the nations to get their way over His people (1:12). God tells the 
angel that the nations will not win forever, but God will one day return to Jerusalem 
and the temple will be rebuilt (1:14-16). In fulfillment of the ancient command of God 
(Gen 1:26-28), Israel will be fruitful and multiply once again (1:17). 

God originally blessed humanity and told them to be fruitful and multiply (Gen 
1:26-18). The blessing and command of God found in Genesis 1:26-28 is often referred 
to as the cultural mandate , people were to build culture and spread the glory of God 
across the world. This mandate is picked up and given to Abraham in the rest of the 
Genesis story. God tells Abraham that He will bless  him (Gen 12:3). God also tells 
Abraham that he will be exceedingly fruitful  (Gen 17:6).  

God commissions Adam and then passes the mandate onto Abraham. After 
Abraham has his son, God passes the same mandate and blessing to Abraham’s 
descendents: “Be fruitful and multiply” (Gen 35:11). When the nation of Israel forms out 
of Abraham’s descendents, they too are to be fruitful and multiply. Unfortunately, due 
to their sin, Israel is likened to an unfruitful vine (Isaiah 5:1-7; Ezekiel 19:10-14). She 
failed in the mandate that God had given and was ultimately judged for it. But God did 
not give up on his people. After the vine of Israel was chopped down through exile, God 
promised that a new sprout would shoot from the stump of Israel (Isaiah 11:1).  

Jesus is the shoot from the stump of Jesse. He is the one who is fruitful, as new 
members of his family are born again by the Spirit of God (John 3:1-16). He is the one 
who multiplies as the gospel goes forth to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8). He is the true 
vine and we, as the church, draw life from him: “I am the vine and you are the 
branches; the one who abides in me and I in him bears much fruit” (John 15:5).   
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Zechariah 1:18-21 

 
Context  
If the people return to God, God will return to them. Even though the people are back 
in the land, they are still in exile. But God promises to end their (spiritual) exile. One 
day He will atone for their sin, banish idolatry and false prophets from the land, lead 
the people back in a new exodus, and fill Jerusalem with his presence. How will this 
happen? Zechariah tells us that one of the ways is for the people to repent.  
 
Study Questions:  
1. What do the four horns represent? (Hint: Read Daniel 2:31-45) 

 
 
 

 
2. What do the four craftsmen represent? 

 
 
 

 
3. Summarize the meaning of the vision 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Connect to Christ: Read 1 Peter 5:6. What does God promise to do for those in Christ? 
 
 
Application Questions 
1. Why did God allow the other nations to terrify and destroy Israel? 
2. Does the answer to the previous question inform us of how we should think about 
suffering today? Why or why not? 
3. How can we be reassured that God’s timing is perfect? 
 
 
Study Helps 
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The four horns represent the nations that have terrorized Israel (1:18-20). Daniel 2 

and 7 speak of four kingdoms which will dominate Israel: Babylon, Persia, Greece, and 
Rome. Do these four horns represent those four kingdoms? Possibly. We can’t know for 
certain since the text doesn’t explicitly tell us. Either way, they represent the nations 
that persecute God’s people. The four horns are probably the four horns on each corner 
of an altar: 

 
 

 
This is why four craftsmen (metal workers) come to destroy them. Eventually, God will 
make things right. We should not look to identify the four craftsmen. They are 
symbolic of God’s complete justice. His justice will come in equal and just proportion: 
four horns will be destroyed by four craftsmen. 
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Zechariah 2:6-13 

 
Context 
God gave Zechariah a series of night visions to reinforce the fact that He had not 
abandoned his people. He would return to and restore Jerusalem (1:16-17). He would 
judge Israel’s oppressors (1:18-21). He would return in glory to the people (2:1-5). How 
should the people respond to these wonderful promises? That is the question Zechariah 
answers in a “mini-sermon” that God gives to the people (2:6-13).  
 
Study Questions:  
1. How can the people escape Babylon after they have already left Babylon? (2:6-7) 

 
 
 

 
2. What will God do to those who terrorize His people? (2:8-9) 

 
 
 

 
3. What response should the people have to God’s great work of salvation? 

 
 
 

 
4. What will the nations do when they experience God’s salvation? 

 
 
 

 
Connect to Christ: Read Revelation 18:4-8. How will Christ bring judgement on “Babylon,” 
the evil world system? What should our response be? 
 
Application Questions 
1. Read 2 Corinthians 6:14-18. What sins are still keeping you in bondage to “Babylon”? 
2. How do we escape such bondage through Christ? 
3. How can you praise God for his judgement and salvation this week? 
4. Who can you reach out to with the gospel so that they might join themselves to the 
Lord? 
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Study Helps 

God has promised to vindicate his people in the future by judging their enemies, 
restoring them back to the land, and returning to Zion. But what relevance does that 
have for the people in the present? Here Zechariah tells the people to “flee the land of 
the north” (i.e. Babylon) (2:6). At first, this seems to make no sense. Why should the 
people leave Babylon when they already have  left Babylon?  To make sense of this, we 
need to understand that there was both a physical and a spiritual exile. Yes, the people 
have returned to the land. But, they also need to return to their God. They need to 
spiritually return to the covenant promises of God. 

Although the people of Israel need to repent, this does not let the nations who 
have persecuted off the hook. God gave Zechariah a message of judgment to the 
nations as well: whoever messes with God’s covenant people mess with God Himself 
(2:7-9). Such a promise confirms the promises made to Abraham: those who bless the 
people of Abraham will be blessed, and the one who curses Abraham will be cursed 
(Gen 12:3). But all is not lost on the nations. Those among the Gentiles who repent will 
be included within Israel (2:11)! Then God’s glory will reside in His temple (2:12-13).  
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Zechariah 5:1-11 

 
Context 
If the people are going to accomplish God’s work in God’s way (4:1-14), they need to 
know that they will not be thwarted. Even though the people will face opposition, God 
will judge Israel’s oppressors. His justice is impartial and uncompromising. He will one 
day banish all sin from the land. 
 
 
Study Questions:  
1. What does Zecharaiah see in the vision? What does the flying scroll represent? (5:1-3) 

 
 
 

 
2. What will God’s justice do to sinners? (5:4) 

 
 
 

 
3. What does the woman sitting in the basket represent? (5:5-8) 

 
 
 

 
4. What does God do to the wickedness in the vision? 

 
 
 

 
Connect to Christ: Read Galatians 3:13. How did Christ redeem us? 
 
Application Questions 
1. Is God fair to send people to hell?  
2. How does the justice of God motivate us for the mission of God? 
3. How can we know that God will make an end of all evil one day? 
4. What remnants of your old, wicked life do you still see present in you? How can 
Christ change those things? 
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Study Helps 

Zechariah sees a huge flying scroll (5:1). It has writing on both sides, probably 
reflecting the Ten Commandments (Webb, 98). The flying scroll is said to represent the 
“curse” of God’s judgment (5:3). When God eradicates all sin on the earth, it will even 
affect those who outwardly claim to be part of His people, but inwardly are far from 
Him.  

In the next vision, Zechariah sees a flying “ephah” which was a basket for carrying 
bread (5:2). Apparently, there was a lead lid on this basket which was open. On the 
inside of the basket sat a woman. The woman represents evil (5:8). The woman 
apparently tries to get out of the basket, so the angel throws the woman back down 
inside and slams the lead lid over top of her (5:8). Two other winged women fly in from 
somewhere, pick up the basket and deposit the basket in Shinar, that is, Babylon. The 
vision represents the removal of idolatry and evil from the community of God’s people. 
Evil makes it home in Babylon, however, which is used in later Scripture to represent 
the evil world system that opposes God (Revelation 17-18).   

 
 

51 



 
Zechariah 6:1-8 

 
Context 
The book of Zechariah begins with a call to repentance (1:1-6). Then God gives 
Zechariah a series of visions at night. The visions begin with horses patrolling the earth, 
and now end with chariots of horses patrolling the earth, providing a bookend to this 
section of Zechariah.  
 
Study Questions:  
1. Describe what Zechariah sees in the vision? (6:1-3) 

 
 
 

 
2. What do the chariots represent? (6:4-6) 

 
 
 

 
3. What are these “spirits” going to be? (6:7) 

 
 
 

 
4. What do they come back and report? 

 
 
 

 
Connect to Christ:  Read 1 Thessalonians 5:9. What is God’s promise to those in Christ? 
 
Application Questions 
1. How can we know that God is still in control even though everything feels out of 
control? 
2. How has Jesus appeased God’s wrath? 
3. Who needs reassurance of God’s sovereignty this week? When will you tell them? 
 
 
   

 
 

52 



 
Study Helps 

Zechariah sees another vision of patrolling horses, this time of patrolling chariots 
(6:1-3). The chariots are said to represent the “four spirits of heaven” (6:4). The “four 
spirits of heaven” are not literal spirits, but a symbolic representation of God’s 
sovereign control over all the earth. Again, the point seems to be that it is God, not 
Persia, who is in control. The chariots then go out to the “north” and appease God’s 
wrath there (6:8). The “north” was symbolic of the land of Israel enemies (Webb, 
104-05). Babylon and Assyria and a myriad of other enemies came from the north. The 
great end-time enemy of God’s people will also come from the “north” (Ezekiel 38:6; 
39:2). God is probably communicating that in his sovereignty he will judge (“appease 
his wrath”) Israel’s enemies (“the land of the north”).   
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Zechariah 12:1-9 

 
Context  
God promises to judge Israel’s enemies and restore her (9:1-17). This restoration will 
happen through removing the bad leaders and bringing the people back from exile 
through a new exodus (10:1-12). Strangely, in the midst of God’s restorative work, He 
will send the people a good shepherd to lead them but they will reject the good 
shepherd (11:1-14). Instead, the people will opt to follow foolish leaders who will 
eventually be judged (11:15-17). In a new set of visions, God once again reaffirms His 
defense of His people.  
 
Study Questions:  
1. How is God described in this passage? (12:1) 

 
 
 

 
2. What Role will God’s people take on in the future? (12:2-3) 

 
 
 

 
3. What will God’s people be like when God comes to them and defends them? (12:4-8) 

 
 
 

 
4. What will God do to His enemies? (12:9) 

 
 
 

 
Connect to Christ:   Read Revelation 19:11-16. How does Christ defeat His enemies? 
 
Application Questions 
1. How can we rest assured of God’s protection? 
2. How can we turn God’s enemies into his friends? 
3. Who needs to hear of God’s good news in Christ and so escape his judgment? 
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 Study Helps 

A second oracle occurs concerning the fate of Israel (12:1). God will eventually 
strengthen His people and so that they become a “cup of reeling” for the nations. The 
“cup” in the Bible is the cup of God’s wrath. It is being filled up with the suffering of His 
people, but when the cup is full it will be handed back to the enemies of God to drink 
(Isaiah 51:21-23). Jerusalem will also become like a heavy stone that the enemies trip 
over and are destroyed (12:3). Such a text comes to fulfillment first in Jesus as He is the 
stone of stumbling and rock of offense (1 Peter 2:8a). Those who don’t believe in Christ 
stumble over the claims of the gospel and are destroyed (1 Peter 2:8b). In 1 Peter, it is 
both Jews and Gentiles who don’t believe. The center of God’s people and the new 
Jerusalem are found in Christ, not a geographical location. God then strikes the enemies 
horses with bewilderment. The greatest, most threatening weapon at the time will be 
thrown into disarray (12:4-5). No weapon formed against God and His people will stand.  

In another set of images, God’s people are likened to blazing torches that are let 
loose in a field of dry sticks and wheat (12:6). God’s people will be fully vindicated as 
God protects them and destroys their enemies (12:7-9).  
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Zechariah 13:7-9 

 
Context  
God will vindicate His people. He promises to one day raise up a humble king, a good 
shepherd to lead the people. But the people will reject the good shepherd and “pay him 
off.” Even worse things will happen to this shepherd, but those worse things will end up 
being good things for His people.  
 
 
Study Questions:  
1. What will happen to the shepherd? (13:7) 

 
 
 

 
2. What will happen to the sheep at first? (13:7) 

 
 
 

 
3. After the sheep are scattered, what will God do for His little flock? (13:8-9) 

 
 
 

 
4.  What is the goal of God’s purifying “fire” (13:9) 

 
 
 

 
Connect to Christ: Read Matthew 23:31-32 . How does Jesus and His disciples fulfill this 
passage? 
 
 
Application Questions 
1. Why do you think Jesus subjected Himself to rejection and execution?  
2. How does God use his discipline to refine us? 
3. How have you been resisting God’s discipline lately? How could it actually be a good 
thing? 
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 Study Helps 

The Good Shepherd comes up again! What is the fate of the Good Shepherd after 
the people reject Him (cf. 11:12-14)? In a strange twist of providence, God’s own anger 
and judgment come down against the Good Shepherd: “Awake, O sword, against My 
Shepherd” (13:7). The shepherd will be struck and the whole flock will scatter. God won’t 
even have compassion upon the “little ones” (13:7b). How could God do such a thing? 
Because there needed to be a thorough cleansing and purification of the Good 
Shepherd’s community.  

This verse is applied specifically to Jesus and His disciples : Jesus said to them, “You 
will all fall away because of Me this night, for it is written ‘I will strike down the 
shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered’.” (Matthew 26:31). The striking of 
the shepherd and the scattering of the sheep is then described as the pruning of the 
people down to a remnant: ⅔ of the people will be judged while ⅓ will be brought out as 
refined and purified (13:8). The purified remnant will be included in a new covenant: “I 
will say, ‘They are my people,’ and they will say, ‘The Lord is my God.’” (13:9b). This 
text was brought to fulfillment when Jesus was betrayed and crucified (the shepherd 
was struck). The disciples denied and abandoned Christ (the sheep scattered). Yet after 
his resurrection, Jesus forgives, disciplines, and restores His small band of disciples–at 
first, they are a tiny remnant among the larger nations of Israel. But they are the true 
inheritors of the new covenant.  
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Zechariah 14:1-11 

Context  
God gives the Zechariah apocalyptic visions of the future. At some point (from 
Zechariah’s day), God will judge Israel’s enemies and restore His people. He will even 
add Gentiles into the people of God. But before God’s people are established in ultimate 
peace and security, there will be an epic battle between the forces of evil and the forces 
of good.  
 
 
Study Questions:  
1. What is the significance of the fact that God  will gather  the nations to fight Jerusalem? 
(14:3) 

 
 
 

 
2. What will (temporarily) happen to His people? (14:3) 

 
 
 

 
3. What will God do to defeat His enemies? (14:4-7) 

 
 
 

 
4. What will be the results of God’s victory? (14:8-9) 

 
 
 

 
Connect to Christ:  Read Revelation 7:9-17. How does Christ provide for His people? 
 
Application Questions 
1. How can Christians endure in the face of persecution and opposition? 
2. If you are not being persecuted right now, how can you keep your spiritual edge for 
the Lord? 
3. How does future hope inform our present lives? 
4. How can we live in God’s good rule now? 
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 Study Helps 

God will one day restore His people and pay them back for all the suffering they 
endured (14:1). Yet before that point, God’s people will undergo horrible suffering: their 
city will be destroyed, their women raped, and almost half of the population will be 
exiled (14:2). The nations aren’t doing this by themselves, however. God claims, “I will 
gather  the nations against Jerusalem.” In the mystery of His providence, God  allows His 
people to suffer. He even assembles their persecutors against them! But eventually, God 
will go forth and defend His people (14:3). The coming of the Lord will be an 
earth-shattering event as he comes to the defense and aid of His people (14:4-7). Once 
God has banished His people’s enemies, living water will flow out of the city and He will 
be king over all (14:8-9)! The coming of the Lord will result in a new creation and 
perfect rest and security for His people (14:10-11).  

John gives us insight into this passage in the book of Revelation (13:1-10). In 
another symbolic vision, a mega-beast rises out of the sea (13:1-4). It is the fulfillment of 
Daniel visions where various beasts represent nations (Daniel 2 and 7). But here is the 
mega beast! Amazingly, the mega beast is given “authority” to persecute God’s people 
(13:5). The text also says that, “It was given to him to make war with the saints and 
overcome them.” Who is giving this beast authority to persecute the church? Ultimately, 
it comes from God’s sovereign hand alone. This is one of the greatest mysteries of our 
faith: why God allows, and even gives authority to, evil nations to persecute the church.  
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