
 
Week of July 19th 
Text: Mark 4:1-20 
 
Context 
Jesus invites the world to find life and rest through a 
relationship with Himself. He also invites the world to have 
wisdom, as He is the teacher sent from God. In a time when 
confusion reigns, all of us need a wise teacher who will show us 
how to live in this world and how we can relate properly to God. 
Jesus is that teacher. In Mark 4:1-20, Jesus teaches us profound 
truths about the human condition as well as God’s gracious 
initiative to reach us.   

 
Study Questions 
1. Summarize the basic parable Jesus tells in Mark 4:1-8. 
 
2. What does Jesus mean when he calls those with ears to hear (4:9)? 
 
3. What are the four kinds of soil? What kinds of responses to the gospel do they 
represent?  
 
4. What makes the good soil good?  
 
Application Questions: 
 
Everyone who accepts Christ as their Savior is “good soil,” bearing fruit for God. 
Unfortunately, all Christians still sin and have some remnants of the other kinds of soil 
within them. Let’s see where these other kinds of soil still manifest themselves in our 
lives.  
 
1. “Road soil” - What temptations have Satan brought your way that make it particularly 
hard to pay attention to God’s Word? 
 
2. “Rocky soil” - How can hard times damage our faith? How do we continue to stay close 
to Jesus in those hard times? 
 
3. “Thorny soil” - What things in our world today can easily distract us from Christ? How 
do we combat these distractions and remain firmly focused on Jesus? 
 
 
Yet, the good news is that God has not left us in our sins. He continually renovates our 
lives through the power of the Holy Spirit. We are good soil! 
 
4. Where have you seen God’s grace in your life recently? Where have you seen God’s 
grace in your Community Group, LBC, and the local community?  


